
Market Sub Committee                       Agenda Item no 6(a)

Date: 01 February 2018

Title: Market Cancellation Policy

Purpose of the Report: To update procedure.

Contact Officer: Adrian Harrison, Market Manager

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan –To promote and develop a vibrant 
town through partnership working and initiatives including 
management of the street market, provision of town and 
community promotions, town centre enhancements, 
tourism and practical support for local businesses.

Implications:
Financial
Human Resources x Use of existing resources 
Operational/Service delivery x Updated market policy document 
Procedural/Legal x Revision of a market operational policy document
Risk/Health and Safety

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

Should members be minded, the proposal is:

1.1 To recommend to Cultural and Economic Services Committee to 
endorse the revised Market Cancellation Policy. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 At its meeting on 16/07/15, Committee received a report recommending the 
adoption of an adverse weather procedure generated following guidance from 
the National Market Traders’ Federation, the National Association of British 
Market Authorities and the Town Council’s insurer, (Ref. 009/MK).  The decision 
whether to allow trading or not rests with the Town Council; and it was essential 
that all responsibilities and liabilities were managed in a transparent and 
consistent manner. This first version of this policy has been activeley referred 
to since its adoption.  

2.2 Attached at Appendix A is the proposed amended document now titled Market 
Cancelation Policy to encompass a broader range of issues that may initiate 
the need to cancel or restrict its operation other than adverse weather. 

2.3 Attached at Appendix B is the original policy for comparison purposes. 



3. INFORMATION

3.1    Cancelling the market has and continues to be a contentious issue and the 
officers have sought to keep the market open rather than cancel whenever 
possible and safe to do so using the original procedure to guide their decisions. 

3.2 Officers have recently trialled an approach of allowing traders to trade from their 
vehicles when wind speed is predicted to be too high to erect market stall 
structures. Whilst this enables trading to take place for the benefit of both 
traders and customers, it raises questions about charging for the pitch with 
traders requesting reduced fees. 

3.3 The costs of putting on the market mostly remains the same for the Council 
regardless of whether the market is cancelled or this alternative approach is put 
into action. There are no hard and fast approaches that will satisfy all 
parties on such occasions so the aim of this reviewed procedure is to 
update the guidelines that officers will apply according to the circumstances 
being dealt with. In turn, these guidelines are made available to traders for their 
awareness.

3.4 The revised policy simplifies the charges for cancellation of a market. It includes 
new scenarios where the market may be affected and explains the Council’s 
management of the, e.g. not supplying stall structures on any given day.  

3.5 As experience is gained through the application of this policy it will remain 
under review and amended with the Town Council’s endorsement as required. 

END


